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Mayflower celebrated the grand opening of 
Brighton’s multi-million redevelopment 

After years of hard work and the challenge of juggling changes to the 
building, we were able to celebrate the opening of Stage 2 with a grand affair. 
Wednesday December 11, 2013, marked the official opening and Mayflower 
was privileged to have Lady Marigold Southey AC, our Patron, officiate at the 
Opening Ceremony.  A host of special guests, sponsors and supporters arrived 
to the brilliant sounds of a String Quartet, followed by a special performance 
from two of Opera Victoria’s best singers. Guests also enjoyed a delicious 
afternoon tea and tours of our state-of-the-art facilities.  Mayflower Board 
Chairman, Mr Trevor Martyn, and Chief Executive Officer, Ms Rosa Ginevra, 
were proud to present the new building on the day.  Mayflower would like to 
welcome all of our new independent living residents. 

Lady Marigold Southey & Board Chairman Trevor Martyn Grand Opening plaque Guests entertained by string quartet



Firstly, I would like to say thank you to all 
our residents and staff for the hard work and 
dedication in 2014. Together we have achieved 
so much. Here are just a few of the highlights 
of the year so far:

Welcome to all the new residents in Norman 
Place – it was a huge task moving in over 30 
residents over the festive period and despite a 
few minor hiccups and some tweaking of our 
systems  to ensure operating efficiency, we 
are pleased all our new residents are enjoying 
the comforts living in Norman Place has to 
offer.  At the time of writing this article 34 of 
the available 35 Independent Living Units 
have been leased with only one remaining. 
Special thanks go out to the Mayflower Team 
responsible for this incredible result. 

At the same time as settling in new residents, 
Ada Hyde House expanded opening up 13 
new beds. We have had a huge demand for 
our services with 98% of rooms occupied 
and a waiting list in place. This is a testament 
to Mayflower’s values and service. Thank 
you to all the staff for helping achieve this 
outstanding result.    

Our Library and Gym are operating well and I 
hear the Gym is getting quite the work out.

In maintaining the Mayflower Brighton style, 
even our existing Rodda/Dixon Terraces have 
been receiving an internal facelift.  As the one 
bedroom apartments become available we are 
giving them new life, revitalising them with 
painting, carpets, window dressing, ceiling 
fans and air conditioners as required. You will 
be amazed by the transformation; inviting, 
light, safe and beautiful units, overlooking 
the gardens. With the overhaul complete, we 
have a few available. If you are interested in 
joining the Rodda/Dixon Terraces community 
or viewing the units, please contact Mrs Maree 
Irvine, Executive Assistant on 9591 1170. 
The Mayflower Team is growing. Many of you 
will have already met Mr Andrew Venosta, 
Executive Director, Aged Care & Seniors Living 
who joined the Executive Management Team, 
together with Mr Dione O’Donnell, Executive 

Director, Corporate Services.  Dione comes to 
Mayflower after a long career in the welfare 
and community services sector.  Then in March 
2014 the Corporate Office welcomed Ms 
Nicolle Reeve, Manager, Quality, Innovation & 
Education, and Ms Theresa Hunt, Marketing 
Manager. After an extensive search, Mayflower 
Brighton has been fortunate to engage the 
services of Mr David Maruskanic as the Care 
Manager for the aged care facility.  With this 
team now in place we can continue to strive 
for excellence in the provision of responsive 
models of care and service. 

Early in the year, the Board farewelled 
longstanding Board Member, Mr Ian Mence. 
Ian joined the Board 15 years ago and in that 
time he demonstrated a strong commitment 
to the organisation and the care of our 
residents.  All of us at Mayflower thank Ian for 
his valuable contribution and we wish him well 
for the future. 

Mayflower never sits still.  With Ian’s departure, 
we have been fortunate to welcome new 
Board Member, Ms Jane Boag.  Jane has 
extensive experience in health and aged care 
and brings with her a wealth of knowledge of 
the aged care sector.  We look forward to Jane’s 
contributions to Mayflower in the coming 
years.

Early March 2014, the Board and Executive 
Management Team locked themselves away 
for a weekend of intense Strategic Planning. 
This facilitated process has resulted in a 
Strategic Plan 2014 – 2017, which will guide 
our actions into the future. 

At Mayflower we are gearing up to embrace 
the changes to aged care with the introduction 
to Living Longer, Living Better reforms. This will 
not change the nature of our operations or the 
service we provide our residents’, it is simply 
a new process to join us at Mayflower. If you 
would like more details please contact us on 
9591 1100. 

Rosa Ginevra

Chief Executive Officer

CEO’S 
message

“We have had 

a huge demand 

for our services 

with 98% of 

rooms occupied 

and a waiting list 

in place. This is 

a testament to 

Mayflower values 

and service.”

Those in attendance at Mayflower Brighton sang 
the national anthem followed by a minute silence 
in honour of our fallen ones.  

Residents and family at Mayflower Reservoir were 
fortunate to receive a visit from Simon Rowe, 
ex-serviceman paramedic and paratrooper who 
served with the UN in East Timor. Simon shared 
his experiences with residents, handed around 
his badges, medals, his hat and other gear for 
residents to see.  Residents were able to share 
stories of their own relating to the war times.

Standing L-R: Andrew Venosta, Dione O’Donnell, 
Allen Wood, Les Bradley. Seated L-R: Keith Gillespie, 
Wally Mayell, Joyce Mc Clymont, Geoff Laughlin.

Simon Rowe with resident Beryl Band.Reservoir residents Percy Hays, a Returned 
Serviceman pictured with the Herald Sun 
crossword which he completes every day.

Honouring our veterans

Mayflower celebrated 
ANZAC Day in style with 
services at Brighton and 
Reservoir. Honouring our 
resident veterans and those 
around the world who 
have served their country, 
the wonderful services 
welcomed speakers from 
the local RSL’s and past 
servicemen to share their 
amazing stories. 

Old friends: World War II comrades Keith Gillespie, 90, and Bob Molyneaux, 93, at Mayflower Brighton. 

As featured in The Weekly Review, Bayside. 
One of the last Australian bomber pilots from World War II has died. 

Bob Molyneaux survived 36 missions over Europe during World War II as part of 
RAAF Bomber Command Squadron 466.

Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1945 for “skills and fortitude in 
operations against the enemy “, Flight Lieutenant Molyneaux also battled 
tuberculosis, spending two years at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital 
(known as the 6th RAAF Hospital) after the war. He went on to become a bank 
manager and kept in contact with former crew, including radio operator and 
close friend Keith Gillespie. 

Staying in contact with Mr. Gillespie was even easier when Mr. Molyneaux 
moved to Mayflower Brighton two years ago. Mr. Gillespie, now 90, had been 
here for about a year and was thrilled to be with his old mate. They proudly wore 
their service medals at the “Odd Bods” bomber squadron reunions and ANZAC 
Day service at Mayflower. Their last time together was just a few days before Mr. 
Molyneaux died on March 22. 

Rosa Ginevra and Lady Southey Lady Southey addresses the  ceremony with Trevor Martyn onlooking



Mothers, Grandmothers and Nanas were 
all celebrated at Mayflower’s annual 
Mother’s Day morning tea.  
Celebrated on the Friday before Mother’s Day, residents at Brighton and 
Reservoir were joined by family and friends and were treated to a delicious 
morning tea of cake and treats from our chefs.   All mums received a 
beautiful Singapore Orchid and also enjoyed a special lunch from our 
kitchen on Mother’s Day. 

Special thanks to one of our Board Members, Anthony Mutton, for 
donating an orchid to all mums at Mayflower Brighton and Reservoir. 

Saying 
thanks to 
our Mums

We were thrilled to be part of this year’s Biggest Morning Tea on Friday 
23rd May.  Residents, staff and a few family members joined in the fun, 
enjoying a delicious morning tea of scones with jam and cream, and an 
assortment of special treats prepared by our chef. Bev Westcott lead a 
sing along, while residents shared stories and enjoyed coming together 
to raise much-needed funds for the Cancer Council.  Mayflower Brighton 
residents raised a total of $179.20 which will aid in cancer research, 
prevention and support services.  

Our residents recently enjoyed a bus trip 
to the Australian Rainbow Trout Farm in 
Mansfield.  Despite being a bit on the chilly side, residents embraced 
the fishing adventure, casting their rods and catching fish.  The chef cleaned and 
prepared the trout so residents could enjoy a delicious fresh fish feast, cooked on 
the BBQ . There were smiles all round, with residents keen to do it again soon. 

A new addition to the Brighton 
Lifestyle program is the Craft group.
Art Therapist Volunteer, Margaret Fowler and Lifestyle staff run craft 

on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays throughout Mayflower. This 

group provides residents a chance to showcase their creative side.  

Residents recently enjoyed painting canvases, which have been 

framed for the display board in Ada Hyde House. Creative art works 

will soon go on sale with all proceeds donated to Mayflower.  

Redevelopment Update 

Stage 3 of our redevelopment commenced in February 2014. This 
project will provide an additional twenty-five (25) independent 
living units to our facilities.  We have been overwhelmed with the 
demand for these independent living units, with all units reserved 
and a waiting list in place. With works well underway, it has been 
interesting to watch the building ‘come out of the ground’.  The 
pylon holes were dug, a stream of concrete trucks arrrived to lay 
the footings and now the tilt panels are going up at an surprisingly 

Lapping it up.. 
getting quite a 
work out.
The pool and gym are now open at Mayflower 

Brighton. Many of our Independent Living 

residents have taken the plunge, into our new 

15 metre recreational pool and the equipment 

in the gym is getting quite a work out since 

opening in May.

fast pace.  Despite the cold and wet winter so far we are aiming 
to complete this development by early 2016.  Thank you for your 
patience and understanding over the course of this project and for 
any inconvenience caused. We are doing all we can to manage the 
project.  

Please note: Parking restrictions are now in place for Grant 
Street for the duration of the construction work.  Ensure you read 
street signs so that you do not get fined by Council. Again,  thank you 
for your understanding and support.

Catch of the Day
Top L-R: Berrice Pell, Jean Hackett

Middle L-R: Billie Deverson, Shirley 
Garrard singing along with Mothers 
Day entertainer.

Bottom R: Students from Xavier, Kew. 

Staff Puneet, Jo, David, Maria and Darshna. 

Residents enjoy their BBQ fish luncheon. Bob Adams (Volunteer) helping 
Miriam Heymann catch her lunch.

Bill Carden enjoying being outdoors.

Residents enjoy the new craft group.

Independent Living Residents enjoying morning tea.



2 bedroom unit available at Macleod1 bedroom unit available at Brighton

Long lost brothers?    

Is it a case of mistaken identity? Or just that 
they like to dress alike? Our Reservoir Care 
Manager, Robert, and Resevoir’s longest-
standing resident, Reg Henderson, have been 
asked if they could be brothers.
Reg has been with us since July 1990 and has 
taken on the job of collecting all the mugs 
after morning and afternoon tea times.  
Thanks for all your help Reg. 

Very Special 
Thank you

Mayflower Reservoir would like 
to thank “Lucas Papaw” for their 
generous donation of Papaw 
tubes, which were included as 
part of the resident’s Christmas 
stockings.  Your support and 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Robert (Care Manager) & 
Myrna Ansell ready to say 
their vows

Silvana Jugovic (staff ) ties the knot with 
Reg Henderson

Beryl Band (resident) 
married ILU resident Roger 
McKenna

Residents at Mayflower Reservoir 
celebrated Valentine’s Day with 
wedded bliss as residents and 
staff walked down the aisle and 
took their vows in our first-ever 
mock wedding.  

The dining room was transformed as our couples walked 
arm in arm to take their nuptials.  Complete with a 
bouquet of flowers and delicious wedding cake, our 
residents danced and enjoyed themselves as they shared 
stories of their own weddings and Valentine’s Day events.

Beryl & Maria with their homemade 
Valentine’s Day cards

A poem read out on the day. 

I wanna be your vacuum cleaner
Breathing in your dust
I wanna be your Ford Cortina
I will never rust
If you like your coffee hot
Let me be your coffee pot
You call the shots
I wanna be yours

I wanna be your raincoat
For those frequent rainy days
I wanna be your dreamboat
When you want to sail away
Let me be your teddy bear
Take me with you anywhere
I don’t care
I wanna be yours

I wanna be your electric meter
I will not run out
I wanna be the electric heater
You’ll get cold without
I wanna be your setting lotion
Hold your hair in deep devotion
Deep as the deep Atlantic ocean
That’s how deep is my devotion Thank you 

Bev Westcott 
Bev has been 
volunteering at 
Mayflower for over 
16 years. She has 
become a vital part 
of the Lifestyle 
program, running a 
singing group each 
week and Bingo 
each fortnight for 
our residents.  
Thank you for your 
ongoing support Bev.

Need a special gift for 
a loved one? 
Whether you need a birthday gift, a present for new 
baby, housewarming or just a sweet treat to say thank 
you, the Mayflower Gift Shop has it all.  

We would like to thank all the volunteers who donate 
their time to operate the Mayflower Gift Shop.  Their support and dedication contribute 
greatly to Mayflower, as all proceeds from sales go back to the Mayflower community to 
purchase essential equipment and services for our residents.  Your ongoing support is 
appreciated. 

Mayflower Gift Shop open Mon - Fri 10am-4pm and Sat 10am-12noon.

Join the Mayflower 
Community today!
If you would like to join the Mayflower community,  come in and check 
out the limited Independent Living Units available at Brighton and 
Macleod (or get on our waiting list for Reservoir).
We have one or two bedroom units available.  Contact Maree Irvine on 
9591 1170 to find out more or arrange a time to inspect.
 Photo: Rodda/Dixon Terraces & Macleod

Mayflower is proud to announce the opening of the Mayflower Cafe.  
Located just off Reception, the Mayflower Cafe is open for breakfast and lunch each weekday. 
So come in and enjoy delicious coffee and cake, a hearty breakfast or your choice of freshly 
made treats for lunch.  

Here are just a few of the delicious items on the menu: 
Breakfast:   Bacon and eggs, smoked salmon and chive omelette
Lunch:  Soups, carvery of roast meat with roast vegies, fresh sandwiches, fish and  
 chips or homemade pastries.
Cakes:   Lemon tart, brownies, chocolate cake or banana bread
Takeaway meals:   Made fresh daily, packed with heating instructions so you can enjoy in the  
 comfort of your own home.

 Come in and check out the full range of meals on offer.
 Mayflower Café is open Monday to Friday, 8:00am to 4:00pm

Barista Ernesto Molluso makes coffees to order 
for our residents.

Triple 
Wedding for 
Valentine’s 
Day

To celebrate the pending nuptials of one of 
Reservoir’s staff members, Danielle Marshall, the team and 
residents came together to throw a magnificent bridal shower. 
They went all out as Meg Begg brought in thick white ribbons 
to decorate the back of the chairs, and a veil for Dani to wear 
while residents made their own confetti to throw over the 
bride-to-be.  There was lots of laughter and a huge mess (with 
all the confetti), but the smiles and joy were worth the special 
effort. Everyone enjoyed a special morning tea in Dani’s honour. 
Everyone at Mayflower would like to wish Dani and her husband 
Michael, all the best.

Love is in the air 

Mayflower 
Cafe is 
Now 
Open

Dani and Maria Olalla Dani’s wedding

Reg Henderson and  Reservoir Care Manager, Robert

Celebrating our 
Volunteers
Mayflower is very fortunate to have a team of  
Volunteers who support our operations every 
day.  Our Volunteers show up with enthusiasm 
and provide vital services to our residents.  We 
would like to celebrate the wonderful efforts 
of all our volunteers at Brighton, Reservoir 
and Macleod with a celebration event in their 
honour. 

Mayflower Volunteer Celebration 
 When: Friday 15th August

 Time: 2.00pm

 Venue: Harry Williams Room 

Invitations will be sent to all Volunteers in the 

next couple of weeks. In the mean time save 
the date in your diary!

If you would like to find out more about 
becoming a volunteer at Mayflower and being 
part of a team that truly makes a difference 
then contact  Joanne King, Lifestyle Manager 
on 9591 1100 or  jking@mayflower.org.au.

Even if you only have an hour or two a week to 
spare, you can still make a difference.  
Register today!

Gift Vouchers now available.



Staff Profile:
David Maruskanic
Mayflower would like to 
welcome one of its newest 

members, David Maruskanic as Care 
Manager of Mayflower Brighton.
The Grapevine did a short interview with 
David to see how he is settling in: 
David: Thank you to all for the welcome I 
have received here at Mayflower Brighton, 
it is wonderful to be here.
It has been a busy last couple of months, 
orientating to the facility and as you would 
guess, it has been a bit of a “challenge”. It 
will take me ages to get to meet you all, 
and longer to remember all your names, 
so please be patient. Please don’t be 
shy when you see me and do introduce 
yourselves (even if we have already been 
introduced, given there are 150 residents 
and even more staff, no doubt I will have 
forgotten your name!).
I have been in the health care game 
for over thirty years (I am a registered 
nurse) and have held a number of senior 
management positions (note my grey 
hair), so I am familiar with the operations 
and running of large facilities and the 
many idiosyncrasies that permeate and 
present themselves; I trust that over time 
we, as a team, will achieve great things.
Thank you David.

Mayflower Brighton 7 Centre Road, East Brighton Victoria 3187
Telephone (03) 9591 1100 Facsimile (03) 9593 1248 Email info@mayflower.org.au

I would like to discuss including 
Mayflower in my Will

Please send me information 
about making a bequest to 
Mayflower

I have already included 
Mayflower in my Will

         Please find my cheque enclosed OR 

Please debit my              Visa           Mastercard         
 
Card No.

SIGNATURE____________________________________________ EXPIRY DATE____/___/___

NAME ON CARD________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________ POSTCODE __________

TELEPHONE ______________________  EMAIL________________________________
DONATIONS TO MAYFLOWER ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

 

Donate to 
Mayflower

I want to make a Gift of $_______ to Mayflower
I would like my donation to go towards:
           New Hair Salon         New Arts & Craft Equipment          Sensory Mats – protect residents who fall out of bed              
 Dementia care          Building Fund                                      Other  _______________________________
Where possible donations, will be allocated to your desired service

Please keep me informed on what 
is happening with at Mayflower

  
Please send me information on 
Volunteering at Mayflower

 In need of a makeover – 
Our Hairdressing salon 
needs you!
Mayflower Brighton’s Hair Salon is in desperate 
need of a makeover! To achieve the true 
pampering experience every one of our residents 
deserves, we need your help!
Mayflower is currently fundraising to get 
new equipment, which will include: new wall 
mounted hair dryers and chairs.  All donations 
are tax deductible and your assistance would 
be greatly appreciated.  Please complete the 
“Donate to Mayflower” form below.

Dates to remember! 
Put them in your diary now
Mayflower Volunteer Celebration   
Friday 15th August at 2pm
Tax Time – donate to Mayflower before 
30 June. All donations are tax deductible

Remarkable Effort 
– Thank you!
Mayflower would like to 
thank the following staff for 
their amazing efforts, loyalty 
and dedication to providing 
care at Mayflower.
Maureen El-Khoury - for 20 years service
Alannah Rice - for 20 years service 
Christina Devine - for 5 years service

We need your help!


